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EFFECT OF ESTABLISHMENT METHOD AND STOCKING RATE ON WHEAT PASTURE PERFORMANCE 

 

Upcoming Dates 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individuals with disabilities, who require an auxiliary aid, 
service or accommodations in order to participate in 
any of the above mentioned activities, are encouraged 
to contact the County Extension Office eight days 
before all programs for assistance. 

The information given herein is for educational 
purposes only.  Reference to commercial products or 
trade names is made with the understanding that no 
discrimination is intended and no endorsements by the 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service is implied. 

Educational programs of the Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service are open to all people without regard to race, 
color, sex, disability, religion, age, or national origin. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of 
Texas Cooperating. 

 

For more information contact:  

 

Michael Donalson 
County Extension Agent - 

Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Refugio County 

107 East Roca Street, Refugio, TX 78377 
Phone: (361) 526-2825 

Fax: (361) 526-4340 

Refugio County 
107 East Roca Street 
Refugio, Texas 78377 

THE REFUGIO COUNTY 
AGRICULTURE CONNECTION 

  http://refugio.agrilife.org/           March – April 2013 

 

3/20-3/23 Refugio County Fair  Refugio County Fairgrounds 

 

4/5  Tri Co Com Female Sale        Beeville Livestock 12 Noon 

 

4/24  Coastal Bend Grain Storage 

        & Handlers Safety Conference  Sinton, TX 9 am 



 

Weed Resistance in Texas 
Cotton Increasing 

Article by AgWired.com 

 

Cotton growers in the Southeast have been dealing with weed resistance 
since the first case was confirmed in Georgia in 2005. While it spread 
rapidly in that region, Texas cotton growers have been comparatively 
resistance-free – but not anymore, according to Dr. Paul Baumann with 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension who gave growers an update at the 
Beltwide Cotton Production Conference Tuesday. 

  

“Over the past couple years, 2011-2012, we saw a dramatic increase in 
the number of reported or suspected sites, particularly for common 
waterhemp,” he said. “We have confirmed resistance in a large 
percentage of these sites. Bottom line is – we’ve got the issue.” 

  

That’s mainly in southern Texas, but there is resistance rapidly developing in the plains as well where they 
have found a large number of sites with resistant Palmer ameranth pigweed. “We that being one of the major 
cotton production areas, this is a big issue for us,” Dr. Baumann said.  

 

He says they believe one reason Texas has been slower to develop resistance to glyphosate is that growers 
have already been using multiple modes of action, which is the primary way to fight the problem. 

An interview with Dr. Baumann about the weed resistance can be heard online at AgWired.com. 

 

 

 



 

 

Tri County Commercial Female Sale 
2013 

 
April 5, 2013 

Beeville Livestock Commission 
GOALS 
1) To provide quality cow/calf producers an opportunity to present cattle to the region and to increase 

awareness and appreciation for cattle raised in and around the Tri County area. 

2) To develop alternative markets for quality cow/calf producers and attract prospective buyers from 

South and Central Texas. 

3) To provide females produced in and around the Tri County area to Tri County area ranchers. 

4) To provide a quality educational component to cow/calf producers in the Tri County area. 

 
 
Accepting Consignments Now!!! 
 
March 15, 2013 Deadline 
March 30, 2013 absolute deadline ($100 late fee per cosigner) consignments will not be advertised prior to 
sale 
 
 
Schedule 
Deliver cattle to Beeville Livestock Commission by Thursday evening 
Regular Friday sale starts at 11, Special Sale starts at Noon 
 
 
Auctioneer 
Leo Casas, III 
 
Consigner Eligibility 
Priority on female consignments will be given to producers who own or lease property in 
Bee, Goliad, Refugio, Aransas, Calhoun, De Witt, Live Oak, Karnes, San Patricio, and Victoria counties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Wednesday, March 20, 2013 
Food items will be checked in on Wednesday morning 
between 7:00 am - 
9:00 am.  Entries will not be accepted after 9:00 a.m. 
ALL ENTRIES WILL BE JUDGED ON 
WEDNESDAY MORNING. 
 
Check-in Livestock Projects  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  
Sift and classify 
 
Poultry Show    8:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2013 
Pre 4-H Rabbits   9:00 a.m.  
Followed by Market Rabbits 
 
Breeding Heifers   2:00 p.m.  
Followed by Market Steers 
 
Market Lambs    6:00 p.m.  
Pre 4-H Goats  
Immediately following Market Lambs 
Followed by Market Goats 
 
Friday, March 22, 2013 
Breeding Gilt Show    9:00 a.m. 
Followed by Market Swine 
 
Special Livestock Show  1:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, March 23, 2013 
Youth Livestock Auction   1:00 p.m. 
(Padilla Hall)  
 

  

 

 

May 29, 2013 
 

In cooperation with the Dennis M. 
O’Connor Public Library, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service- Refugio 
County, and Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service- Refugio County 

Leadership Advisory Board 

 

MORE DETAILS TO COME!! 

 

 
April 24, 2013 

In cooperation with the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service- Refugio 

County, San Patricio County and Nueces 
County; including several more sponsors. 

MORE DETAILS TO COME IN 
YOUR MAIL!! 

 Livestock and Forage Committee Meeting 

March 4, 2013 

7 am  

Extension Office 



Tropical soda apple, 
photo by Tropical 
Soda Apple Task 
Force 

Weed Growth After Drought – What’s Hitchhiking In Your Hay? 
 

Story by: Kay Ledbetter 

Contacts: Dr. Barron Rector, b-rector@tamu.edu 

“A weed is simply a plant growing out of place or growing in a site where it is not desired.” 

Those are the thoughts of Dr. Barron Rector, Texas AgriLife Extension Service range specialist. And he said following 
this year’s drought, wildfires and tons of imported hay, there may be a lot more weeds for landowners to deal with, and 
some could be invasive species or even toxic. 

Rector recently presented a webinar, “Invasive Plants of Texas Rangelands,” as a part of the AgriLife Extension 
ecosystem science and management department’s Texas Range Webinar Series. This webinar, as well as others in the 
series, can be accessed at http://naturalresourcewebinars.tamu.edu/. 

“The soundest way to control weeds is to prevent the invasion, which means we must understand the biology, limit the 
movement, understand the human behavior and actions that can cause the spread, and understand the pathways for its 
introduction,” he said. 

Some “weeds” may be a desirable plant in one location and a weed in another, Rector said. For instance, native weeds 
serve a role of protecting the soil surface after a disturbance, reducing raindrop impact and solar radiation, and 
providing some organic matter on the soil surface and below ground. 

These native weedy plants depend on natural disturbances, such as grazing, fires, flooding, drought, mudslides, 
earthquakes, volcanoes and land development to spread and reproduce, he said. However, foreign or exotic invasive 
plant species can survive, reproduce and advance on the same kinds of soil disturbance and human management that 
produces native weed and brush problems. 

“Our major problem with land management today is our inability to recognize an invasive plant species and deal with it 
accordingly,” Rector said.  And following the recent influx of hay from other regions of the U.S. and even abroad, 
landowners should expect more invasive plants, he said. 

Invasive species of weeds can cause economic or environmental harm due to habitat degradation, displacement of native 
plants threatening the reduction of wildlife food resources, alterations to the ecosystem of a region or alterations and 
changes to natural waterways.  “Invasive plants are those that have a tendency to spread and invade healthy landscapes 
ultimately causing some kind of negative impact,” Rector said.  “Invasive plants are often best defined as plants that do 
not stay where they are planted.” 

Since 2008, portions of Texas have been in moderate to extreme drought, he said.  This has had an important impact on 
forage production for livestock.  In response to the drought, many livestock owners have opted not to sell their herds, 
but to buy hay that is available. 

“That hay is coming from Louisiana, Tennessee, Nevada, Florida, Nebraska, Kansas and other surrounding states,” 
Rector said. “Some individuals have even purchased hay from foreign countries, such as Brazil, Chile, Argentina and 
Canada.  “This sets up a potential problem because interstate commerce of hay is not regulated for the most part. 

There’s no one at the state line to inspect the hay for foreign and invasive plants.   Many landowners and livestock 
producers could be setting themselves up for weeds they’ve never seen and introduce potentially invasive plants.” 

Experience with this type situation in the drought of 1994-2002, where hay delivered from 
Louisiana to Jasper County carried the first tropical soda apple to Texas, he said.  The tropical soda 
apple is listed 94th on the federal noxious weed list.  “We want to alert landowners who feed hay 
from another state that it could carry with it viable seed that could come up on their land,” Rector 
said.  

 “It’s a Catch 22. We bought the emergency hay to feed and hold on to our herds, but there is the 
potential that we can introduce an unwanted plant that will cost more management dollars in the 
future trying to get rid of it.” 

He said there are 1,400 invasive species documented in the U.S. infecting an estimated 1 million 
acres, and that number will continue to increase 8-20 percent annually, requiring a destruction cost 
in U.S. estimated at $100 billion annually. 

Producers need to start now learning what plants they should be on the lookout for, Rector said. If the hay was 
purchased from Nebraska, Kansas, Montana, Wyoming, Utah and Idaho, producers should watch for an invasive plant 
called leafy spurge. If they purchased hay from Florida to Louisiana, that zone is known for the invasive tropical soda 
apples weed. 

Other plants of concern include Canada thistle, spotted knapweed, blessed milk thistle, Russian knapweed and yellow 
star thistle, he said. Because of their aggressiveness, these will often be the plants that come up on the disturbed areas. 

Not only will these invasive weeds keep landowners from producing valuable grass resources in the future, but they can 
take the place of native weeds that would have come up, such as broomweed, which provides seed that feeds birds such 
as quail. 

Rector said there are several things a landowner needs to do now to prevent problems later.“The first thing to do is be 
aware of what invasive plants occur in the area you bought the hay,” he said. “Know what they look like.”  Each state 
has an invasive plant website or every state can be found on the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s invasive and noxious 
weeds list at http://plants.usda.gov/java/noxiousDriver. 

“Make sure you know what they look like and then be on the lookout for them, starting in March,” Rector said. “If they 
are a warm-season annual, they will be germinating then.” 

In general, annual weeds are treated with chemicals when the plant is 3-6 inches tall, he said. It is important to know 
what the plant looks like in the seedling, rosette and the early vegetative stages because that is when the chemicals and 
management practices are the cheapest.  “By the time most weeds are flowering and setting seed, it is too late to use a 
chemical to control most annual plants,” Rector said.  Once a landowner can identify the plant, they need to know the 
recommendations for management to reduce the impact or eliminate it from the land, he said. 

Rector said landowners can go to rangeplants.org and there is a choice of plant identification links that will help a 
landowner not only identify a plant, but also learn about its habitat, toxicity to livestock and management strategies. 

“Try to limit the areas where you feed the hay and not spread it all over your ranch. And then make sure you continually 
go back and look at pastures where you fed hay in future years,” he said. “With the weather prognosis of continued 
drought, those seeds may sit in the soil for several years before they emerge.” 

mailto:b-rector@tamu.edu
http://southtexasrangelands.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/Tropical-soda-apple.jpg

